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and mustered out his forces, and little more
was heard of him until his assassination on
July 20, 1923. The collapse of the Carranza
regime cleared the way for a political read-
justment. In September 1920, General Obre-
gon was elected President. The United States
refused recognition to the new Mexican Gov-
ernment unless the article in the constitution
respecting the oil question should be con-
sidered, as non-retroactive. This Obregon at
first refused, but in 1922 the Mexican Su-
preme Court decided that the much-disputed
clause was not retroactive in effect, and on
Aug. 31, 1923, after a satisfactory settlement
of several disputed questions, the United
States recognized the Obregon government.
The presidential campaign of 1923-4 caused
much excitement in Mexico. De la Huerta, a
'liberal conservative/ offered himself as a
candidate in opposition to the radical Gen-
eral Plutarco Calles, the administration can-
didate. General Calles was chosen for the
presidency on July 6, 1924, by elections
remarkably free from disturbances.

In December, 1925, Congress passed, on
President Calles' recommendation, the alien
land and petroleum acts, which were calcu-
lated to guarantee to Mexicans and Mexico
the advantages deriving from the country's
natural wealth. In June, 1927, the United
States Ambassador to Mexico, James R.
Sheffield, resigned; he was succeeded, in
September, by Dwight W. Morrow, of New
Jersey. Ambassador Morrow's diplomacy was
a strong factor making for more amicable
relations between his country and Mexico.
It was largely through his efforts that the
controversy with the United States over the
petroleum laws was peaceably settled in
March, 1928, with the passage of executive
regulations satisfactory to both countries.

On July i, 1928, Alvaro Obregon, the
only candidate, was unanimously elected
President but two weeks later was assassi-
nated by a young religious fanatic. On Sep-
tember 25, Congress elected Emilio Portes
Gil as Provisional President. Revolution again
broke out on March 3,1929. Calles was sum-
moned from retirement to serve as Minister
of War. The rebels were decisively defeated
at the battles of Jiminez and La Reforme. On
November 17, 1929, Pascual Ortiz Rubio was
elected President by a large majority. Presi-
dent Rubio was inaugurated on February 5,
1930 A decree of August 12 provided that all
government-owned haciendas or ranches
should be apportioned in communal grants to
small holders.

Peace between State and Church, which
had prevailed for two years since the agree-
ment effected under Provisional President
Gil, was ended in June, 1931, when the
State of Vera Cruz put into effect a law
limiting the number of priests. When Presi-
dent Rubio was appealed to, he said that he
could not interfere with the sovereignty of
the State of Vera Cruz. Meanwhile the eco-
nomic depression had affected the currency.
The value of silver had suffered an unprece-
dented fall. On July 31, to remedy the sit-
uation, Mexico was placed on a silver basis,
the unit of the national monetary system be-
ing declared the silver peso and gold coinage
no longer legal tender. One of the most im-
portant events of the year 1931 was the for-
mal invitation to Mexico, unanimously ap-
proved by the Assembly, to join the League
of Nations. On September 9, the day after
the invitation had been extended, the Mex-
ican Senate unanimously approved of join-
ing. In the meantime, further bloodshed had
followed the restriction of the number of
priests, begun in the State of Vera Cruz.
President Rubio, in the early part of Janu-
ary, 1932, signed a bill unanimously passed
by Congress providing that in the Federal
District and Territories of Mexico *no creed
should be represented by more than one
clergyman for each 50,000 inhabitants. The
Catholic Archbishop of Mexico, Pascual Diaz,
strongly protested. In a letter to members
of the Catholic faith in Mexico he said:
'Neither you as citizens nor I as Archbishop
of Mexico can accept the law.7
In 1932 Abelardo L. Rodriguez was elect-
ed President to complete the term of office
ending Nov. 30, 1934, following the resigna-
tion of Rubio, and in 1934 Rodriguez was
succeeded as President by General Lazaro
Cardenas.
Early in 1934, the National Revolutionary
Party embarked on a six-year plan, included
in which was the socialistic school reorganiza-
tion, the 'Mexicanization' of industry, the
control by the federal government of imports
and exports, credit and insurance for export-
ers facilitated by the government, and sales
agents officially designated in foreign coun-
tries. It covered also the modernization of
the national telegraph, the construction of
model houses for working people, and the
creation of a federal electrical commission
with broad authority over power and light
companies, besides other extensive public
works.
An agreement was made by Mexico June